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SNOQUALMIE TRIBE’S SECOND STATEMENT TO OUR MEMBERSHIP AND

GREATER COMMUNITY

Regrettably, for the second time in less then a week, we, the current members of the
Snoqualmie Tribal Council, wish to inform our tribal community and members of the
public about the facts surrounding the current internal tribal dispute.

We must preface our remarks by emphasizing yet again that the current dispute is strictly
an internal matter and it is with great reluctance that we discuss these matters with the
public. However, the Snoqualmie Tribe is choosing to respond to prevent gross
distortions of the truth by this small handful of individuals.

At a meeting of the Snoqualmie Tribal Membership on April 27, 2008 in Issaquah, WA,
nine (9) individuals were fully banished. These individuals are no longer considered
members of the Tribe. No other members were dis-enrolled.

This matter concerns Snoqualmie Tribal Enrollment and the 1/8™ blood-quantum
- requirement for membership in the Snoqualmie Indian Tribe. Blood-quantum is-a

measure of ancestry that describes the degree to which an individual can claim a cultural
or heritage connection to an Indian Tribe,

Given the high-profile nature of the new Snoqualmie Casino and the prospects of
economic opportunity that ifs opening in November presents, many individuals began
approaching the Tribe seeking to become members, As a result, the Snoqualmie Tribal
Council directed the Snoqualmie Tribal Bnrollment Department in December 2007 to
conduct an enrollment audit of current records so that the Council could refresh its
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understanding of family trees and blood lines to be prepared to evaluate new applications
for membership. During the course of that audit, the Tribal Enrollment Department
determined that forty three (43) individuals on the current tribal membership roll did not
meet the 1/8" blood quantum requirement for membership in the Tribe, Bill T. Sweet was
not one of these individuals, but many of his relatives were revealed fo not meet the 1/8™
blood-quantum requirement for membership.

Since these individuals have been historically affiliated with the Tribe, and many have
been active participants in the Tribe, the Tribal Council decided to offer these individuals
benefits, including health and housing benefits, but determined that they could not vote in
Tribal Elections or hold elected office like other adopted members of the Tribe that have
their rights determined at the time of adoption. This is a fairly common limitation of
rights for individuals adopted into Tribes that have some lineal descent, but do not meet a
minimum blood-quantum requirement for membership in a particular Tribe. These
individuals were notified of this determination and were offered an opportunity to appeal
to the Tribal Council if they had information that suggested that the blood-quantum
calculation was in error.

We also note that Tribal Representatives have reviewed Bureau of Indian Affairs records
regarding these individuals and the federal records match current tribal enroliment
records.

Some individuals that have been subject to the enrollment action that clarified status have
filed appeals and are going through the internal process. Some individuals have indicated
that they accept the enrollment decisions. Some have yet to respond.

In response to these enrollment decisions, however, Bill T. Sweet and a small group of
followers from his family formed a shadow government to avoid having to respond to the
enrollment decisions, Instead of facing the facts, they attempted to harm the very Tribe
they claim to want to protect. They tried to shut down our tribal government, shut down
health and social programs, fire the entire staff, and illegally gain control of Snoqualmie
Tribal bank accounts,

So, due to these outrageous, disruptive, disrespectful and damaging actions, the
Snoqualmie Tribal Council recommended banishment of these individuals to the
membership.,

These individuals were notified of the proposed discipline and the scheduled meeting in
Issaquah, WA on April 27, 2008 from 10am to 4pm,

Bill T. Sweet and his followers showed up to the meeting on April 27, 2008 wearing
emotion on their sleeves, Verbal confrontations with tribal members that were coming to
the meeting occurred in the Parking Lot of the meeting location. The individuals facing
banishment were not permitted to come into the April 27, 2008 General Membership
meeting as it was assembling and were asked to stand to the side outside of the hotel so as
not to disturb other guests of the Hilton Garden Inn Hotel, but were notified by Security




and Tribal Members that they would be given an opportunity to speak on their own
behalf and to face the charges leveled against them in front of the Tribal Membership.
Instead, after speaking to the media, they elected to leave the premises.

These individuals do not want to face the members of the Snoqualmie Indian Tribe and
do not want forgiveness. They want control so that they can bury the facts and change the
requirements for membership and take control of future gaming proceeds.

The membership discussed the proposed discipline and voted in favor of fully banishing
nine individuals. These individuals, and these individuals alone, are no longer considered
members of the Snoqualmie Indian Tribe.

‘ Agéin, matters of mefnberéhip and éeif-govefnanée are strfctly interhal, s'ovefeign‘
governmental matters and we are regrettably and reluctantly explaining these matters to
the public.
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