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May 14, 2004

James Bird

Heritage Preservation Services Division

Department of the Interior

National Park Service

P.O. Box 37127

Washington D.C. 20013-7127

RE: Assumption of State Historic Preservation Duties

Dear Mr. James

    The Snoqualmie Tribe is a federally recognized Tribe responsible for all State Historic Preservation Office functions on Tribal lands. The Tribe feels this is necessary to effectively preserve their particular historic properties.

    The Snoqualmie Tribe enacted Cultural Resource Protection Act (Act No.04
-02) On April 04, 2004. This Act provides the framework to develop the Tribal Cultural Preservation Office, a Preservation Board, and an evaluation process. It also provides the guidance to implement a Tribal permitting system and mechanism for discovery and enforcement of the Native American Graves Protection Act. Finally, it provides an administrative appeal process and judicial review. As illustrated in Act No. 04 -02, the Snoqualmie Tribe is fully capable of setting standards and procedures to insure accountability for a Tribal Preservation Program.

    The foundation for the development of Act 04 -02 and ongoing consultation with the Washington State Preservation Office is the Snoqualmie Cultural Committee. This Committee seeks to preserve, protect and perpetuate the living and traditional ways of the Tribal people of Snoqualmie. This Committee has existed for many years and has now become a full-fledged Tribal Department. The Committee employees a broad range of staff members who have assigned responsibilities to implement a Tribal Cultural Preservation Office. 

    We appreciate your consideration in granting the Snoqualmie Tribe the authority requested to assume this responsibility.

Sincerely,

The Snoqualmie Indian Tribe
Joseph Mullen

Tribal Chairman
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